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Brcauſe of Snearing the Land mourneth. = 


N the Verſe that is immediately,before the Text,the 

Prophet makes'this. Complaint, Are beart within 
| me is broken, and athmy bones ſhake': Tam like 2 
{- drunken man, - aud \lke 4 man whom wine hath 
M - Overcomes That is y.Þ 3:4reel to-and. tro, 
as if. 1 were: drunk'; 1am amazed, 1 am. at my. wits l 
end ; 1 cannot tell-what, to day. my heart is broken, my - 
-bones quake, and i tremble. all OVer, Doubtleſs, you ? 
all grant this-\to,be, a, very.Miſerable Conditwn ,. at the 
firſt hearing of it. - And you cannot chuſe but.ask, What 
the matter.is,- and what ails bim,'. that he:makes ſuch a 
+ pitiful Mone , and takes 00 at ſuch an extraordinary.rate ? 
Surely, he has” buried ſome dear Friend or near Rela. 
tion/, :He has had ſome great Loſs. by. Sea. or Land, or 
He is .rack'd and -tortur'd with ſome. Violent Fit .of . the 
Gout or-Stone. !,No yerily , Nothing of all this troubles 
Him ; no, nor any thing like it. Burt, 

The firft thing that $roubles Him, is ſet down in that 
ſame Verſe that is immediately before:the Text ; for ſays 
He there--; - My .heart within me is broken, and all.my 
bones ſhake, becauſe. of -the Prophets. But was not He 
a-Prophet himſelf ? And what harm could the Frapages 
B O 
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do Him > Did they Preach any terrible Sermon of Hell 
and Damaation , that made Him beſides himſelf , and 
feared net Won out of His Senſes? No _—_ 
ly., Bat * id dir the quite contrary. cy 
preached Smooth thin we they Flattered their Hearers |} 
in their evil ways. ey ſaid unto them that deſpiſed the 
Lords, ye ſhall have Peace: and they ſaid unto every one 
that walked" after the Imagination mnid Stubborneſs of 
his own heart , = _ all wo upon as TG 17. Þ+ 

Prophe ied falſe dreams , and they cauſed the 
of the Lord to roy their Lies, and by their $3. 
zeſs;. by their looſe and. tewd Carriage : Ver. 92. And: 
this is. the Firſt thing that ſtruck the good man to the 
heart and ſoul. And | | 
The Stcond alſo is. ſet down in that ſame Verſe , that 
is immedrately before the Text. For, ſays Hethere, I-- 
am like a drunken.man, and like a man whom wine hath 5 
overcome , berauſe of :be Lord; and becauſe of the words: 
of bis Holineſs. For , Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts con- 
cerning the Prophets, | Behold ,._ 1 woull feed them naith 
wormwood , and- make them dvint the water of Gall": 
Ver. 15; Behold, a whirlwind is gone forth mm Fury, 
even ayrievous whirkoind ; i ll jolt grirvofy ops 
the headof the wickeds'ver. 19,, The Anger oof the Lovil 
fall not Return, until he have executed, and till he bave 
performed the thoughts of bis bears : ver. 20. And He was 
amazed+ and* aſtoniſhed , and*, in #manner , out of his 
Wits, 'as a Dranken man is., becauſe the Lord denounced 
fo mantyy Threatnings , and. Woes , ' and: Curſes againſt 
thoſe falſe Prophets, and they made no more attours of 
Them, and of the words of bis Holineſs , than if they had- 
been the words: of a- Drunken man, that never minds 
what he fays , bat always ſpeaks whar comes uppermoſt. 
As Noah was laugh'd and hooted at, for pretending to- 
toretel! the Univerſal Deluge, and for Building bimfelf 
an 
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an Ark to eſcape Drowning : As Lot was laugh'd tbl 
hooted at , for pretending to foretell the DeſtruQion of 
Sodoxp , and for going out of it to eſcape Burning: And 
as Cbr:/? himſelf was repreſented for a Wine-brbber , and 
his Apofiles for men, ihat were full of new Wine : fo ir 
was in the Prophet FeremiaPFs time. The words of God's 
Holineſs were eſteemed but as the words of a Drun- 
ken man , and be Preachers of God's moſt Holy wards, 
were eſteemed bur as ſo many Drunken Companions: 
aad rhat, not only by the Common and Ordinary people; 
but alfo by thoſe very Men , who-pretended to be the 
Onely Prophets of the Lord , and fer oy i nar for 
the Qnehy true Church , Crying up , +—, © hap 
Lord, The Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord. 
thee geenating Prophets cad-ahſh pretontrng 
Oo 1 k e pretendin 
Church-men, made-it Fa. bufineſs ro Cry ay to Run 
him down, that God's people might be Prejudiced againft 
him, and receive'no by his good Living and good 
Preaching. And this is the” Second thing that ſtruck the 
good man to the heart and foul. 'And ; 

MT Son CITIES of 286 ny Ba 
ca8 Swearrmmg Curſing, as the Margi it, 
he Land mourneth. © A general on If Manncre 


8 
over-flowed the whole Kingdom , becauſe the Prieſts and 
. the Prophets of the Lord , made ſo light of his Threat- 
nings and the Words of his Holineſs. For, from ihe Prophets 
of Jeraſalem fp rx is gone forth into all the Land ; 

ver. x5. TheirLicentious Doqrines and Looſe Lives, infe- 
Qed and poiſoned all the Nation. And Py as you 
have i in the Words immediately before the Text , The 
Land i jull of Adalterers. Adultery and Fornication 
were the reigning and the faſhionable Vices of all the 
Countrey. And as you have it in the laſt words of that 
Verſe out of which the Text-1s taker, Their force # not 
B 2 right, 
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. night; They did not .ufe their Force, nor exerciſe their 
Power and: Authority. in'the Defence of what is R:ght 
and. Juſt., -1a ſetting up Good , and putting down Bad; 
Men. But, They ſtrengthned the hands of evil doers, 
that none might raturn from his wickedneſs ; ver. 14, 
They were not valiant for the Truth upon the earth; but 
they bent their Toxgnes ,l:ike their Bow, for Lies and 
they proceeded fromevit io evil; Jer. 9. 3. - And this 4s 
the Third and laſt thing that. ſtruck.the good man to the 
heart and. ſoul. - An4 this is the SubjeR of what I ſhall, 
by Gods. help, ſay to you at this time, - Becavſe,of Stucar- 
ing the Laud mourneth. Theimeaningof which4s thiss” 
Swearing does not here {ignific all manner of Swearing 
without Exception: For , this: ſame-Propher do's expre- 
{ly command us:, To ſwear #n Truth, an Judgment, and 
in Righteouſneſs ; Jer. 4.2.1, And holy-Dawd alures us, 
that all who ſwear after this manner;,.are-ſo far from: þe- 
ing to be. tamed, tliat they are to be Commended for it ; 
P|.al. 63. 12. Andevery Land ſhall be ſo far from Mowrn- 
:ng ,. that. it ſhall Rejoyce and Sing. becauſe of -all ſuch 
Swearing. But, The Swearing;that is here meant , is, All 
Falſe, Swearing in Judicial Caſes ,' and. all. Caftlomary 
Swearing and Cur ſing, in our, Common Talk, g, whether it 
be by the. true Gad.., - or. ly. any :falſe-god., or by. any 
created Bring whatſoever , though never: ſo good and 
holy. Mark it. Though, you do. not ſwear-by-theitrue 
God himſelf ;_ yet | if you, :dov at. /by Any falſe God-;z;.o7 
by. any . bumane Perfon., . or by. your Faith. ;. Txath, 
or Conſcience ;, or. by. Heaven,.;.;Earthp or the Maſss 
or by any- other way, whatloeyer® 'then,.. you are gytl- 
ty of that Swearing and Cur/ing , which , the,Text lays, 
makes the. Land to mourn. _Yea,\and mark it as long as 
you live, Tou are-guiliy.of a greater. Sin, when you [wear 
by your Faith, Truth, Conſcience, .or the like, which are 
all created Beings, than when you ſwear ag by 
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God! himfetf., For 4 you albknow:;zo'that Swearing. is x 
properiA&.of-Divine Worſhip, that is. only:due- to God 
himſelf.” And therefore; | they-who ſwear by any thing, 
but onely God ; do. make that thing they ſwear by , robe 
an Idol, and they-worſhip it inſtead of God. - And theres» 
fore-, they are not only guilty of Vain Swearing i bur; 
they arc alſo guilty of: [4v{airy. And:therefore this:very 
Prophet” ſpeaks of this Sin-,- aSif 'it-were in a.manner af 
together unpardonable. For, thus He brings in God ſpeak+ 
ing to 1ſ-ae} concerning this Sinz. How, ſhalt pardon 
thee for this ?. Thy. Children have forſaken'me $10and ſworn 
by. them that are no\gods +: Jerems:5+57; , As if che had 
ſaid;. They are. not content-todfwear. by, Me-alone:;\ but, 
they provoke Me the more ,. in ſwearing by them that ave 
20. gods,.. For , when they. Foolki/bly ſwear: by Me alone, 
they Abuſe Me very much:;; butithen, they ſuffer Me to: 
be. God ft444, - and they-donot. caſt:Me off: but, 
when 4hey,' Fooliſbly ſweat by. Ghem Bhat are 'no gods ; 
they Abuſe. Me much. more; Torathen- , they do not 
ſufter Me. to. be God} at all;: but y they Wholly caſt Me 
off,and ſet up. Another inMy:Stead." And bow,Oh how can 
1 poſſibly pardon themefor: 1hit 3 Ay a kind 2nd aloving 
Husband, can eaſily-pagdon, many: hitle fiules-in bis:Wife, 
while the:is Trye and Faithful ro Him} and-is content 
with Him: alone ;-- but-,/ when, {be once proves Falſe to 
Him and caſts Him. off ,, and takes: Another in his ſtead, - 
How, Oh how ton he poſſibly.pardon' ber for that 3 And 
thus have ſhewn yon: : ti meant by Swears + 
ing.1n. the Text. And lywil now ſhew you , whats - 
meant. by the” Zand.s.; Becauſe of Swearing the Land 
MogranelD.. ooo wing dey Wah, 1 44 

The E4nd do's.not hereifignife the Inhabitants or the 
People of .the \Land:z Burg itligriifies the very Land © 
ſelf, the-Earth, or the. Ground,. which-we tread and walk 
vpon with our feet,\; Forg.if' the;lnbabitants and People - 


of 
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| of the Land had Mourned for, and Repented of, their 
Swearing and Curſing , then ,-rhe Prophet would nor 
have Moerwed; but, He would have Rejogced for that : 
and then , there would have been no need for the Land 
it felf to have Mourned at all. For, the Land it ſelf has 
no-finof its own to Meurn for, neither is it capable of 
committing-any Sin. And therefore , when God" Garſed 
the Land, and mad it to = yen a *, 
it was not for any fin of its Own, bur onely for 's 
Sin';z"Gew. 3; 17, 18. And the Prophet tells 'us, 1/a. 24. 

. with the following Verſes : The Earth monrneth and 
fackth 0way., ihe world monrneth and fadeth away , 
the Land ſpall be utterly empried , and uiterly ſpork 
ed, For, bt 8s defiled under the Inhabitants thereof , 
becauſe they have franſevefed the Laws, changed the 
Ordinantr, and "broken the Furrlafting Covenant. 


And therefore the bath drvonred the earth. And 
for this Cuuſe, holy David aſffures us, that when 4 
TSvnitful fadeth away, or is matte bar 


y | 
ren ; it is aot for any fault:in the Land ir ſelf ; bur, z « 
for the wickedneſs of them That devel! therein ; Pal. 107. 
4- 'And Sr. P tat. 2a) 5 For fays 
Rows. 8.210, The ure was made ſwbjctt to Vanity, 
_ nor willingly, but by reaton of Him who hath'ſabjetFed 
3 . the ſame m hope. is, the Earth and the Dumb 
| Creatures that are in it', were not W;llinghy, and Natu- 
— rally, andof themſelves, wade fabje#F toPanity , and bar- 
(- renneſs, and unfruitfulneſs';; but; God hid that Curſe 
upon them for the fin of Man! ' But ,, God has not fo 
laid that Curſe upon them, #7 there 15 Hope that they 
. Jhall be Delivered from it, and Reſtored to that admira- 
= ble State they were in at thiin firſt Creation, though at 
preſent a forced to firuggle with, ind to labour hayd, 
for their Deliverance from-i#. For, ſays St. Pant, yer. 
21, 22, The creature -it ſelf alſo ſhall be delivered from 
the 


. - 
- an _ S 3 = pay, © wr * " " 2 
- 's a Z , *g y_m - * w- 
'T ; 1 


—__—_— into the Sue liberty of the - 
Cale of ran As be" we hnow, 4 bo ihe whole Ahory 
oaneth, and travaileth tn p3in togetber until now; 


ſoon , till the hap time of its glorious Deliver- 
ance be fully come. thus | have ſhewn you, whet 
is meant by-7The Land in the Texr. And 1 will naw hew 
you whar- omar by Abarevag. Becauſe of Swearing 


the Land Mownerd. 
Mourning does not here f ifie Weeping, and Crying 
Men and x omen do vhs 


and Shed \of Tears, 
But, as when Mon ace ins ;ma, hx 


pr rs cram the ufual Effes- of it-are Lage ; 
Faces are Pale and Was, their Eyes ave Hot and Red, 
their Skin- is Wrinkled 'and Withered, their Hairs turn 
Gray, their Spirits are Drunk up; a0 their 1 Moiſtore is - 
like the Drought in. Summer. So, whenever theſe and - 
the like Effc&s are to: be ſecn imthe Land, yidenr Arie 
ly ſaid to Monrns. And therefore, when the 
_ want-of Raia,the Herbs ereWithered, the Graſs is - 
urned;the Clods are Parched; the Fruits are Spoiled, and 
the whole Surface of the Earth is Chapt and efun> - 
der, and do%, ag'it were open its Moorh; and Gape, and 
Pray for Refreſhing Showers, and the Sweet Influence of 
Heaven: CID Rid eo herd And : 
therefore, The Mourning of the Land, is nothing clfe in- | 
plain Engliſh ; but, it, The leaſam Jaces of the Wilder - 
weſs ave dried up), as it is E both in-the next. 
Words «fter'the Texr , and 8lfo in Ferews. 12. 4. where 
the Prophet ſays unto the Lord, How Jong ſhall The Lend | 
— and the herbs of every field wither, for the wick- - 
dneſs of them that dwell therein? Where you: ſee, that 
the Mourning of the Land is Exyounded by the withering ' 
of the Pr vg every field. andithus I-heve ave giver you 


the true-meaning, of every word in the Text by its felf a- 
lone: 


they Mews. For, the Land-is not capable of doing 
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Jone, - Agd.the meaning, of them. all;put together us his 
Falſe Swearing in Judicial Caſes, "and Cuflomary Swedr- 
ing.and Curſing in our common. Talk, \are (0\greas Sins, 
1has they., above all other Sins whatſoever, provoke God 
io-make tbe moſt Fruitful Land to become Vuſruitful, and 
40. Puns/b the iy that dwell therein. For, becauſe 
ohiwearing the Land Mourneth.: And: the; Dofrines 
contained in this Text thus Expounded. gze.theſe;n.! 

» 1: Figft of all. Falſe Swearing in-Fudscrabd Caſes, aud Cuſtc- 
nary Swearing and. Cur ſing in; our common Jgth, are ſo 
great Sin, hat they provoke God io make the moſt Frust- 
Tut Land to become isful, aud to puntſp.the;, People 
that dweththergin; * For, becauſe. of Swearing tht Land 
 Mourneth..'; And if-youdo nor think this Doctrine:ſuffici- 
ently. proved;by the:;Teſtimony-of Qne Inſpired; Witneſs, 
1 will- give you Another forthe Further Proof. of it. , For 
fays.,the Propher Hoſea 4-2,:3«i 3 Swearing; r,.bt- 
cauſe ph;$wearing:s. pre ſoalh the Land Mourn, and 
8b, therein ſnall:L anguiſh, with the 
hen | the field; and. with, the fowls of beayen > Tea L 
the fiſpes of the Seaqlſo.fpall. be taken-away, And if you 
are not. yet content, with the Lnited Teſtimonies of theſe 
'Two.Jaſpired. Witneſles:; Then: behold, here is a Third 
for you z-that at the; Mouth of Three: ſuch, Uoqueſtiona- 
ble and Infallible Witneſſes, it; may be fully; Proved, and 
Eſtabliſhed beyond. all doubt-.or diſpute. - - For ſays the 
Prophet, ſpeaking\of The flying. Roll, that is, The Curſe 
that goeth over the face of the whole earth: Lechar, 5.4- 
J will bring it forth, {aith.the-Lord of, Hoſts, aud it ſhall 
enter znto the houſe of "Him tbat Sweareth falſely by my 
Name, ' aud it ſhall Remain in the midſtof-his Houſe,. and 
ſhall conſume it with the Timber theredf, and the Stones 
thereof, The Timber-andthe Stonesof all:the Houſes ſhall 
be Conſumed.hecauſe of your Swearing and Curſing.. Look 
ye to it, | ; 4142 5 


»And 
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And-leaſt the Falſe Swearer ſhould think with bjmſelf, 
that he will be ſo Cloſe and fo Secret in his Swearing-and 
Curſing, that no Man upon Earth ſhall fiad-him out: Or 
if any one do's by chance find him ourp he can eaſily Bribe 
him, and Bxy off his Evidence: Therefore God himſelf 
promiſeth to come in, and to be a Witneſs againſt him: 
For , Cs the Lord gone 3 24 will come near 
you to ment, and 1 will be a Witneſs againſt falſe 
Stwearers. As if he had faid, Though fall _ 
are never ſo Cloſe and Secret , and though Men arc 
never ſo «»wiling to witnels againſt them ; yet, there 
ſhall- be Witneſſes enough againſt them. For , if no bo- 
4a dojt I my ſelf will do ut, and that Ef- 
feFually. | 
And leaſt the Falſe Swearer ſhould think with him- 
ſelf , - It will be a long while God will Wit- 
neſs againſ} me , that will not be till the Day of 
Judgment. at ſooneſt: and therefore , I may, in the 
mean 1:me , ſafely go' on in my Swearing and _—_ 
without any Danger at all. Therefore , Thus' fait 
the Lord unto him in that very ſame place, Malach. 
3+ 5. I will come near you to ment ., and I will 
Fl s Swift Witneſs againſt the falſe Swearers. As if 
He had ſaid, It' 1s not ſo Long as you Imagine , before 
I will come and be a Witneſs againſt you : For, though 
1 will not be a Witneſs againſt ſome other Sinners tull 
the Day ot Judgment ; yet, I will be a Ft/ft Witneſs 
againſt you. I will come upon you Swiftly, ſpeedi- 
ly, haſtily , ſuddenly, in an Inſtant: yea, I will come 
upon you , iu that very moment , that you deſire, and 
dare, and provoke, and challenge Me to Damn you , if 
IT cas ; I will take you at your word, and let you 
See , and Fee} that 1 can do it, by ſending you down 
into Hell mg 1" For , while Goliah defied the 
God of Iſrael, and Curſed, and — at holy _— 
| J 
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by his. gods + The words were ſcarce out of his mouth, 
but” the Swift Wrath" of -God came upon him Pre ſest- 
ly, and ſmote him in the Forehead with a Stone flung 
out of David's Sling , that be immediately fel{ down 
dead upon his. face to the earth : 1 Sam. 17.43, 45, 49- 
And if' God do's not immediately take Vengeance upon 
all hardened and impenitent Swearers and Curſers, and 
paniſh them with Preſent Death , in the very AF# 
of their Swearing and Curfing ; it is onely becauſe He 
takes the more time , that He may lift up his Hand 
the: Higher , and fetch the Greater and Heavieyr Stroke, 
to firike them rhe further and further, and deeper and 
deeper, intothe bottomleſs Pit , and the Gulf impadable. 
And that is the Firſt DoQrine. | 

The Second is this. Falſe Swwraving in Fudicial Ea- 
fes, and Cuftomary Swearing and Curſing in our com 
mon Talk, do not onely provoke God to mike the moſt 
Fruitful Land to become urfruitſul , and to puniſh the 
People that dwell thevein: but, They, Above tall other 
Sins whatſoever , provote Him to do ſo. Swearing and 
Curſing , Above all other Sins whatſoever , provoke 
the Lord to make a Land to Mourn:, and to Smars 
and to fee] His Rod. - Swearing"'and Curfing ,- Above 
all they Sins whatſoever , provoke the Lord'to deſtroy a 
Land with an utter Deſtruction. ' For, though the: words 
immediately before the Text aſſureus, that the Land was 
then full of Adulterers : And though'the words unmedi- 
—_ after the. Text aſſure us , that 7herv Courſe war evri, 
and their Farce was not right + And though all! the 
words in that whole Chapter , -both before and 
after the Text allure us, that there were ſcarce 
any Sins that could be Nam'd ov Thought of , but 
what they were then More or "Leſs ,- if not Noto- 
rioufly,, guilty of : yet, for all this, it is not ſaid; 
That the Land mourned becauſe of thoſe Sins ; though 
the 
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the very Leaft of them Alone, was enough to make 
the whole World to mourn 'and lament all rogether : 
bur, it is Emphatically, it is more gf-<99; yea, and 
it is Onely ſaid , Becawſe of SweaYTng the Land mourn- 
eth. Not, that thoſe other Sins did not provoke God 
at al}: for, I have told you, the very 'Leaff of them 
proyok'd him enough to deſtroy all Mankind : but one- 
ly, that They did not provoke Him ſo much, as Swear- 
ing and Curſing did ; and therefore , They, Above all 
other Sins whatſoever , oke God to make the moſt 
Fruitful Land to become Unfruitful , and to puniſh the 
People that dwell therein. Avd therefore, when the 
Lord ſays in the Third Commandment, Thou ſhalt nos 
take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain - He adds 
to it theſe words, which He do's nor to any of all the 
Reſt , The Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh 
hu Name in vain. Intimating, that will take a 
more particular Care to puniſh the Swearer and Curſer, 
Above all other Sinners whatſoever : Of all Sinners, 
the Swearer and the Carſer ſhall never be taken for 
Guiltleſs perſons : but whoſoever ſhall eſcape puniſh- 
ment , They ſhall never go Onpuniſhed. Their puniſh- 
ment is 4s Sure and as Certain, as if they Now had 
it ; as if they were Now, in this very moment , acu- 
ally ſuffering it in Hell Fire. And of this we have very 
Signal and Remarkable Examples in Holy Scripture. For, 
there was a Famine in the days of David King of Iſrael, 


' Thyee years together. And David inquired of the Lord, 


what was the cauſe of it. And the Lord anſwered him 
that it was = Saul and hb; bloody bouſe , becauſe he had 
broken the Oath of the Lord, which Joſhua had made to 
the Gibeonites,about Three hundred Years before; 2 Sam. 
21.1. Now you all know, that'Sin was grown to ſuch 
a great Head in the on of David, that He complains, 

ere was fiot One godly man left ; and that there was 
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None that did good; no, not One : Pal. 12. 1; compared 
with Pſal. 14. 2. And therefore, though-He was a King : 
Yet, He could not get any of his' SubjeQs to help Him, 
to puniſh Sinners, Md to reform the Bad manners of His 
Kingdom: But, He was forced to break forth into theſe 
Pathetical Words : Pſa. 94 16. Who will riſe, up. with 
Me againſt the evil doers! Or who will land up for Me 
againſt the workers of Iniquity ? And yet, though Sin 
was grown ſo Strong and Powerful at that time: God did 
not ſend. that Three years Famine upon the Land, for 
any Sin whatſoever, but onely becauſe King Saul had 
broke the Oath of. the Lord made to a few Slaves, 
who. were his Sondmen and: Hewers of Wood , and 
Drawers of Water ; Joſh. 9. 23. Mark it for Chriſt 
his ſake. Theſe poor Slaves had got this 0415 from 
Joſhuzb at the firſt 
deed , by down-right Lying and Cheating ; Joſh'9.. 3. 
with. the following Verſes. Yea ,. and they had got it 
from Him, about Three hundred years before. Yea , and 
King Jau/ who had broke it with them, 5d beew Dead 
for ſome time: And yet , notwithſtanding all this, not- 
withſtanding this Oath had been. ſo i gotten at' the 
firſt ; and had been a wel] kept for ſo-loyg a time; 
and the Man, who it , w45-both dead and gone- 
Yet , notwithftancing all this, The Breach of ths Oath 
made all Iſrael to have a. Famine for Three years. tc- 
gether , and made ſeven of. King Saul's Sons to be di- 
livered unto the Gibeonites , who hanged them up unto 
the Lord in Gibeah of Saul: That is., 'they hanged 
raem. up in their Fathers own City; and perhaps be- 
fore their Own, or their Relations, Doers ,- for the 
Greater Terror : » Jam. 21.6. And therefore , let all 
Swearers and Curſers, Remember this as long as th 
live, Remember , That though God do's not immedb 
ately ſtrike you Dead upon the place , for your Falſe 
| and 
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and -C: Straring anu Cur ſfraig + Yet, tit may coſt 
this whole Kingdom 4 Three years Famine ., three: hun» 


dred- years hence: and: it "coſt your childrens chik 
dren their Lives; it\ may- them all to be Hanged 
up. on Gallows and: Gibbets -unto;:the- Lord _ for your: 
ſake. And-this' ſuppoſe -you all, grant ,: is a very 
Terrible Inſtance ot "Gods Severity . againſt Searing: 
aud Curſing. - Anid.yert\, I ſhall juſt Now give you Ano« 
ther, that 15s much more Terrible than it. For, the Land 
of Canaan , you all know-,+ was Fruitful evis- to a Mis 
racle, and was, therefore called, {4 Land that 


| owerh 
with Milk and Honey:, which is the Glory of all Lands; 
Ezek. Fi. =, 700 ; th _ » preſent I jb they | 
bave been there tell, © do's - no. means deſerve | 
Charattert , becauſe :t' is rather Barren. 
4 witful-, then otherwiſe. | And' as" thas\ Land: 
thus' ſtrangely alter'd for the worſe :1\$o the' 
were the -people of it, are-as: ſtrangely 
fall. For th they ns) {0 ou. bigh 
bove all the ons of the. earth; 2 they 
were the Has" 006 ops 6A and. 
not Beneath 5; t were. the. People of God 
Church and State. in the-whole 'Warld : yet, they are 
Now; and have been for almoſt Seventeen hundred years, 
the moſt deſpiſable people under the Sun , removed in- 
to all the, ms of chore for 1herr burt ; a: 
Reproach ,,.a Froverb.,. a _Tawint , and, a Curſe in all 
places whither ih are. driven : - Jerem.' 24.9. . And 
now let us- ſeriou r adams which of all their Sins 
has brought thus | Extraordinary Curſe upon Them and 
their 'Land-? Which of all their Sins has made their 
Land tobe thus 'Barren and LUnfruitful ; and has made 
Them to be thus Deſpiſed and Rejected of all Mankind? 
Why verily , none Ofall their Sins has brought all this 


upon 
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upon Them . and their: Land”; but onely their Swear- 
ing and Curſing:' Their "Swearing and Curſing has 
brought all ths upon them and Their Land. 'For, when 
Pontins Pilate , the Deputy of Tiberins Ceſar in Fu- 
dea , had made ſome few ineffeQual attempts to deliver 
our Saviour. Feſas Chriſt from the Malice ' and Fury of 
the Jews , 'be preſently ſaw that be could prevail no- 

mo with Them, but that ratber a Tumult was made; 
and therefore, he took water, "and waſhed his hands 
before Them, ſaying 1 am innotent of the blood of thy 
Juſt Perſon: ſee ye to it. Anil then, they All anſwer. 
ed, and.ſaid ; His - BLOUD BE ON US AND 
ON OUR CHILDREN: M34. 27. 24,25. And 
this , this is that DREADFUL CURSE, which 
is the" true: and the - Onely Cauſe of all the Miſery, 
which they have already fuffer'd: for ſo /ong a time, 
and -which'they muſt alſo ſuffer hereafter , none knows, 
How long , - but God alone. And therefore , let all 
Swearers and Curſers Remember this as long as they 
live. Remember, that though God do's not immediate- 
ly Strike you Dead upon the place, for your Falſe and 
Cuftomary Swearing and Curſing ; yet, it may make All 
this Land to: become barren and unfruitfal ; it may 
make All this Kingdom to be carried into Captivity ; 
it may make all your Children to be Vagabonds and Fu- 
gitives, to be Scorned and Hiſſed at among all people ; 
it may make All our Church and State to be bro. 
ken and ſhatter'd to pieces', and over-run with Po. 
pery, Tyranny, Slavery ., and Arbitrary Government ; 
yea , and it may make All this Evil, and All this Mi- 
ſery , to continue , atd abide, and lic hard upon us, 
for Seventeen hundred years together , and Nb vin 
knows how. much longer. And will you ſtil! go on to 
Swear and to Curſe? Have you no vegard for the Bavr- 
renneſs of your Land i Have you no ReſpetF for the 
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[15 ] | 
Captivity of - your. Counivey ! Have you #0 Deteftation 
Popery, Idolatry , Slavery, and Tyranny ? Have you no 
Concern for the Welfare "ae Church aud State? Have 
you no Cre for the Honour of God's Holy Name ? Have 
you wo Thoughts of Heaven' or Hell, God or the Devil? 
And hive you no Pity not gr gr for your ſelves, 
Wives , atd'Chilaren', which you thus fooliſhly 
oſe thoth to'\ Temporal” and Eternal Ruin , both of 
Body awd Soul'; for the (ake of your Falſe and Cuftoma- 
ry Swearing and Curing? Oh what unacconntable Pleas 
ſare can there be in theſe Sins , that you thus prefer 
them before Heaven, and Happineſs , and Eternal Life? 
Oh what firange 'Bewitchery can there be in theſe Sins, 
that can maker you Amends for the 'Unſpeatable and 
UOnconceivable Miſery they Entail upon youll 'and yours 
to all Eternity 1 Ob! if all theſe powerful Motives 
pnt: together , cannot make y0u to leave off Stweare 
ing and Curſfing , it is much, it x very much to be Fear- 
ed, that Nothing elſe can, till you are burning in un- 
quenchable flames , where yoit will be able to do nothing, 
jo one hy to beg andto cry IneffeFaally; for the _ Drop 
of Water , to cool the Tips of your inflamed Tongues 
which: are ſer- on fire 'of Helk' And that is the Second 


ne. j 
The Third is this. Every Chriſtian is bound to grieve, 
and to mourn , and to do all he can, for ihe Reclaim- 
ing of theſe Common, Cvying', and National Sins of 
Swearing \add Cur/ing.. For , ſays the Prophet, Mine 


heart within me is broken , and all my 6ones ſhake: 


T am lihe @ drunhen man , and like a man whom Wine 
hath overcome. For, Beeauſe of Swearing the Land 
wourneth. And has not every Chriſtian the fame Rea-« 
ſon ,- thati the Prophet Feremz4h Hd , ro be Concerned 
for the Profqmation of God's holy Name? Has not rhe 
ſame God that-made Him, made Thee; and _—_ my 
erv 


[36 '] 
ſerved Him , preſerved Thee ;+ And that redeemed 
Him ,, redeemed Thee ?.. And was He. ,/o. mnchCon- 
cerned; for” the Difſhonour..done to God \by Swearing 
and Curſing ? And art Thou ſo Lztthe',. if at al, Con- 
cerned for it ? Did God require More of Him, than He 
do's of Thee ? Or doſt Thou expet to go to Heaven 
an Eaſier way. than He: did? Haſt not Thou the ſame 
tender bowels: of Pity and Compaſiion. that He had ? 
And haſt Thou no Pity and Compallion for that Silly, 
Unthinking Sinner , ;hat deſires God ro Damn him, and 
the Devil to take. bim? _Canſt thou hear ſuch words 
as theſe, without horror and amazement , without qua- 
king all;over-?. Do's not.thy Belly tremble , and thy 
Lips quiver, and thy Hairs ſtand on end, and thine 
Ears. tinckle , and Riyers of Water run down thine Eys, 
when Swearing and Curfing are uttered forth with ſuch 
a Loud. Voice -, - as \if, they would out-do the horrible 
Sound ,' and the Ratling, and Diſmal Cracks of mighty 
Thundring ? . Doe'ſt thou not think that Heaven. and 
Earth , and the, whole Frame of Nature are groaning, 
and fighing, and juſt Difſolving , and giving up the laſt 
Gaſp ? And canſt thou. be unconcerned at all this.? Haſt 
thou-no -Senſe nor Feeling; ?:: Art thou. all Stone, and 
Iron , and Braſs ? Certainly the great Concern which 
the Prophet Jeremiah had upon Him , for the Swear- 
ing and Curſing of His time., do's ſufficiently teach 
Thee thy Duty , and it calls upon Thee, to grieve, and 
to mourn, and to do all thou canſt, for the Reclaiming 
of theſe Common , Crying, and National Sins of Swear- 
ing and Curſing , which , at this time, in this City, 
and in thy very Pariſh , do ſo much Abound , that 
they provoke. God to pour forth all the Vials of his 
Wrath upon us , and to Conſume us all at once, ;.if 
an Inſtart, Oh turn to Zevit. 24. 13. with the fol- 
lowing Verſes ; and ſee. and tremble at what is there writ- 
ten 


[17.1] 
ten-:- | The: Lord ſpake unto Moſes , faying , bring forth 
Him that hath Curſed , without the Camp, and /et All 
that Heard Him , /ay their hands npon bis Head, and 
let all the Congregation ftone bim. - And thou ſhalt ſpeak 
unto the Children of Iſrael, ſaying , Whoſorver Curſeth 
his God ;' ſhall bear his Sin - And he that Blaiſphemeth 
the Name of the Lord , he frail ſurely be put to 
death ,' and all the Congregation ſhall Certainly ſtone 
him , \ As well the flranger , | as be that is born in 
the Land, when be Blaſphemeth the Name of the 
Lord , foall be put to death. \Mark it. * ALL THAT 
HEAR-ANY MAN CURSE OR BLASPHEME 
GOD, are here commanded to 'lay their bands upon 
the. Head of that Curſer or Blaſphemer, that ſo, they 
may-Witneſs againſt him ,  and- free themſelves from 
his. Sin , by charging it upon his "own head, and 
ſoning, him to *death+ for it. © And 'do you do' thus ? 
Msſtake me not. Ido not ask you," whether you ſtone him 
to death or no 2?” For, the Puniſhment is not ſo great 
Now. ,- as it was Then ," though 1 wiſh with all my 
heart and .ſoul., that it, were. ** For is it not a ſhame 
that a poor man ſhall-be Haaged for Robbing his neigh- 
bour of |a Horſe 5 2>Cow:pnor the like: and yer, that 
a. Rich Sinner: , - who-Robs God 'of the honour due to 
his;holy Name , -ſhall- onely[forfeit two or three Shil- 
lings? But, all:that Task you, is onely this; Are you 
thus ready. toi. bear: wixneſs Tagainſt every. one," that 
Sweareth and\ Cerſeth ins yoar hearing ? Yea , have 
not I my ſelf ſeen: twenty or 7hivty people together in 
this. Pariſh , whochave refuſed to-tell the Name of a 
Stwearer and Cuyſer , though they have been Deſired 
andi Adjured- to 'do.. fo in God's 'Name, and: for Chriſt 
his. fake ? Do. not: all: thoſe people know , that they 
then preferred-that Swearer before God , and that they 
then took part with that Curſer againſt Chriſt 2 _ 
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do's. not Criſt. himſelf rel} them , \ what he will dowith 
them 'at the Dayof\ Judgment ; \Eor., fays He: Mart 
8. 38« Whoſoever, /ball.be aſhamed of, Me, and of 'my 
words. , ' in this \adulterons ard I Generation, -0 
bim foul the Sewof Man be aſpamed 5 when He-comeri 
in the Glory, of \ Hes. Fatber.;, with His holy Angels. 
Aſſure your: Souls. if you ate.-aſhamed'cof-1Chreſt 1 
this world , He will be aſhanied -6f. you \in» the 'other 
world. If you have no Care of His /Name and 'His 
Honour here, He will have no Care-of your Salvati- 
on, hereafter.; And if you refuſe ro\\bear Witneſs" for 
Kim Now s He will certainly/bear Witneſs dgainſt yon 
at the hour of Death and the:Day of Jadgment. -' Prey 
tara to the'r Kings 24.5. with the following Verſes ; 
and there you. will fied: that ,, at the Command of Fe+> 
Zebel , two, Sons of Belia/ bear witneſs that Nzboth 
had he. 66g or Curſed Godard the King. ' Andithere- 
fore. ,, the Magiſtrates prociaima Faſt , rhat- His 'Sin 
may not. be charged by God upon them , and they-foy? 
Him to death for it.'' Where. you ſee, thatit was no 
hard matter for ,Jeaebe/ ; tos get two Falſe wirneſfes to 
Swear , that Naboth:bad Blaſp hemed'or Curſed 'God and 
ibe King » when::he- had-notdoae” ſo: And ſhall it'be 
ſuch a hard. thing for us to: get'One True witnefs ts 
make Afidavit againſitithoſe > who! Swearand Curſe in 
his own bearing'?- Thoſe Magiſtrates'/proc/aimed a Faſt, 
and put Nab014.,to death for that Blaſphemy and Cur- 
ſing, which they knew be :mas not guilty of , though 
it was Legally proved againſt Him : And will our Ma 

iſtrates neither Faſt , nor Pray , nor Grieve ,- nor Motrn 

r , var ſcarce Puniſb, a _Swearer\, a Curſer, or any 
other Sinner , when. they are daly and legallycabled tp- 
on to. do.itt. For , have not þ my ſelf offered to make 

Affidavit againſt One , who'Mowed upon: the Lords 
Day , in my own Sight , and refuſed to leaveoff, nor- 
withſtanding 


LL 19) 
withſtanding all I could- fay 'to him? © And have not 1 
ty ſclf 'offered-to make f againſt two others, 
that\ have Sworn, Curſed: ,* ant been Drunk”? And 
have not ſome Juſtices of Peace'whoare DOCTORS 
OF DIVINITY), refuſed to take 'my Affidavit , in 
all theſe Caſes? And thall I ſtill hold my Peace? If 
1 ſhould ,' Theſe: Stowes would immediately cry out - 
Luk: 19. 40." Help , Lord, help, for there is'mot One 
godly man teft ; for the. Faithful are miniſhed from a- 
wong the children of men; Pſal. 12.1. Certainly, their Hy- 
pocricy inthe: Caſeef Naborh , will riſe upin Jadgment 

inſt us , and condemn. us-at the 'Laſt Day: becauſe 
we are [not fo Valiant for the Taurh,''as "were for 
a Lie ;\ we' are not ſo Concerned for Reai Swearing 
and Carſing , as they were for Pretended Blaſpheny x 
and we are not ſo ful 70: God';' as they were to 
Jeztbel , that Curſed Wotmato "And thar is-the Third 
Dodrine. And the Uſe of ial the Three DoRyines" is 
this : IE FOMEOD !1 0 ; 


Firft of all , If Falſe Swearing in Jadicial Caſes, 
and Cuftomary Swearing and Cur ſing 1% our common Talk, 
be ſo _ Sins , that they provoke” God to mate the 
moſt Fruitſul Land "to becoine unſPurtful , and to puniſh 
the people that dwell therein'+ Then inſtead of Com- 
-plaining and Murmuring , | becauſe. of the” Dearneſs of 
Cors at this time , Repenr”of , and Reform this your 
Swearing aud Curſing , which 'provoke God to bring a 
Famine upon the Land , 'and'\to make all things much 
Dearer than = are at preſent. Every time thou 
Sweareſt and Curſeſt , or refuſeſt to bear Witneſs againſt 
thoſe that do ſo, thow Enhanſeft the Market , thou 
makeſt Corn the Dearer, and thou provokeſt God to 
Starve thee with Hunger and Thirſt. For , may not" 
God juſtly devy thee Meat and Drink, to put in thy 
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Mouth, when thou do'ſt nothing with thy Mouth', but 
Swear and Curſe. againft Him? © Yea , though thou do'ſt 
not. Swear and Curſe thy ſelf ; yet thou art Jzable io 
be cut off from thy people , for refuling to be a: Wit- 
neſs againſt them that doſo. For ſays the Lord , Levi. 
5, 1, If a Soul hear the voice of Swearing, and is a 
Witneſs, whether be hath-ſeen or known of. it ;1 if be 
do' not utter. it '; then he ſhall bear his iniquity. That 
is, he fhall be put to death, Or, cat. off from his: peo- 
ple. If thou art a Juſtice of Peace, a Church-warden ,- a 
Conftable; or any other Officer, un Church or State , then: 
every-time; thou refuſeſt ro: Preſent or Puniſh Swearers, 
Curſersyor any other Sinners that thou art bound/by:Oath 
io Preſent and Puniſh, thou Enbanſeſt the Market , thou 
»akeſi'Cornthe Dearer, and thowprovokeſt God. to make 
oyr- Land to: become; barren and” unfruitful. if,thou 
fhoutdeſt ſee Company of; Eugraſers: buying upallthe 
Cormjn;cvery-Market;'to ſent} it beyond See, or. onely:ro 
keep it in their own Houſes, that it may beeome the 
Deavrer; wouldeſt thou not be ready to break their Carts, 
to pull down.their Barns and'Store=houſes, and to take it 
all away from them. by Force, though thou. Canſt not 
Truſt ifie it by Law: And why then, when thou haſt 
the- Law 'for thee, artnot thou-as ſevere againſt Swear- 
ers and: Curſers, who Enbanſe the Market much more. 
than thoſe Engroſſers do? Yea, and who cauſe God. to 
ſend- Them to-be a Puniſhment and a Plague to+ thee, 
tor Swearing and Curing Fhy felt, and for negleQing 
to punith it 1n ethers? "And therefore , never complain, 
that too hot or too cold weather , too much Rain ov 160 
much. Drought, make the Land-to be unſruitfſul, and 
ihe. Corn to. be Dear. No, no, Þt is foo much Swear 
ing, and 100. much Curfing , that is the cauſe of all this. 
hor becauſe of Swearing the Land monrneth. And there- 
tore, inſtead of Swearing and Curſing , L:1 the people 
7 Praiſe 
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Praiſe thee , © Ged; yea, let All-the prople Praiſe 
thee. And mark what follows : Then ſhall the earth brin 
forth"he®* Increaſe , and God, even our own God, ſhall 
give'us his Bleſſing - Pſal. 67: 5, 6. 


Secondly. If Falſe Stwearing'in Fudicial Caſes j- and 
Cuſtomary Swearing and Cur ſing in our common Talk'\, bt 
fo great Smns , that they, AABOVE ALL OTHER 
SINS- WHATSOEVER , provoke God to make 
the moſt Fruiiful Land to' become Unfruitſul, and to 
puniſh the people that dwell therein -- then, 1 believe; 
you would ' willingly know!',, what there is in Sweating 
and. Curſing ; which , above all other Sins" whatſoever, 
do's thus ſtrangely provoke God's Anger againſt us? 
To' which I anſwer , | do not know of any Sin; but 
what has ſomething in it to'Tewpt a man to commit 
it , except it be Swearing and Cirſing. For, all 
Sins are comprehended under the Luft of the Fleſh, 
which. is Pleaſure; The Luft of the ' Eye , which is Pro» 
fit ; and the Pride of Life ,- which is Prefermenty 
1 John 2.16. And Pleaſure, Profit , and Preferment, 
are very Strong Temptations to-make a man Sin, Aut, 
Swearing and Cur/ing has' no Tempiation at: all i# it, 
Ard therefore, it provokes God's Anger , Above all 0- 
ther Sins- whatſoever. ' For, it makes a Man fin for 
ſomning's ſake; it makes a Man ſin when be gets no« 
thing by it.; yea, andit makes @ Man a Devil, who 
ſms againſt God out: of meer Spite and'Malice, Nor is 
this all it do's neither. For ,» though every Sinner do's 
indeed, &y bs Sin, provoke Gods Anger : yet, no 
Sinner whatſoever , except. the Swearer and Curſer , 
do's, by bis Mouth, . as well as his Sin, Pray, and' 
Beg , and evn Dare God to Damn him; and the De. 
vil to take him. And if God were not more Severe : 


apainſt theſe. than. any other Sinners, it —_— 
al 
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all -en-ept to believe , that there is.no God at all. 


But ,- Perhaps, thou wilt ſay, that thou art Provoked 
to Swear and to Curſe. Well, Suppoſe 2 Man ſhould 
Provoke thee, to = a Hundred or a Thouſand Pounds 
to the Poor; Do'ſt thou preſently do it , becauſe thou 
art Provoked to it ? Suppoſe a Man ſhould Provote thee 
to:-Drown , [Burn , or Hang thy ſelf ; do'ſt thou pre- 
ſently do it , becauſe thou art 'Provoeked to it? And 
why.\then wilt thou Damn thy ſelf by Swearing and 
-Curſing , becauſe. thou art Prowoked toit? But , who 
1s it-that Provokes thee toit ? Is it thy Friend or chy 
Foe ,. God; or: the-Devil? If thy Foe provokes, thee , 
wilt thou preſently fly in thy #riends face, and Stab 
bin for it , -and let thy Foe alone? Or if the Devi/ 
-provokes thee , wilt thou preſently fly in God's face, 
and Curſe Him for it , and let the Dew alone ? 


- .- But, perhaps, thou wilt ſay , thou meaneft no harm 
by thy Swearing. and Curſing ; but , it is a Cuſtoms thos 
haſt gotten, and thou canſt not well leave it off, Well, 
Suppoſe thou pluckeft-out thy Friends right Eye , or 
curteſt off: his: right Hand ;- wilt thou excuſe it_by ſay- 
ing, That thou meaneſt no harm byit? Is not this ex- 
atly the Anſwer of that Mad mas that Solomon ſpeaks 
of Prov. 26.18, 19. Who caſteth fire-brands , arrows, 
and death , and ſaith , Am I not in ſport? Muſt not 
thou needs be a Deſperate-and a Devilliſh Sinner , who 
canſt thus' mate a mock of Sin and a (port and a jeſt 
of Hell and Damnation? And do'ſt'thou think, that 
this will in the leaſt Excuſe thy Swearing and Curſing ? 
Suppoſe an Adulterer ſhould ſay, he means no harm by 
his Adultery with his Neighbours Wife'; but, it is a Gu- 
ſtom which he has gotten , and he cannot leave it off. 
Or, Suppoſe a Tradeſman ſhould ſay , be means noharm, 
by 


from day to day , in ſeeing and \bearing 
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by his Lying. and Cheating- in bis way of Trade'; bur; it 
is.a Cuſtom -which he has goteen rand he cannot leave 
it off; Or.;. Suppoſe a Thref ſhould ſay , he 'meaxs no 
harm , by his Theft ; but;-it.is a CuſtonFwhich he has 
gotten , and he cannot rave it eff: Do's not this Aggra- 
oate all their Sins , 'agd-make-them fat the Worſe 2 Afd 
ſhall that Leſſez thy Sin , which makes it the Greater ? 
Oc ſhall that Excnſe-thySin g-which makes/ic without all 
Excuſe , and: renders-it wholly Inexcuſable.. 


Thirdly, If every Chriflian be bound to grieve , and 
£6. 4999urn , and io do all he can', for the. Reclaiming 
of: theſe Common, Grying , and National Sins of \Styear- 
ing and Curing - Then 1 demand of every one here 
preſent , | 

Did'ſt thou" ever grieve or mourn, or thed one tear; 
for any Swearing and. Curling , that ever thou-did'ſt 


hear, either abroad in the Streets',. or at home in'thine 
own- Houſe ?— If thou: did'ſt-not:: Then thou art nor- 
like them , who bad'a Mark ſet upon 4beir Forebeads, 
to preſerve them from the Publick DeſtruQion , becauſe 


art not like holy Lot ; who: vexed bis Foy fork, 

the Unlawful 
deeds; of the Sodomites:, neither canſt thou expect ſuch 
a. Signal. Deliyerance (as: he had, when all the City 


was burn'd\ with fire- from Heaven, excepting Himſelf, . 


his two Daeghters, and' his Wife , who was ſoon after 
turned into' a Pillar of Salt. But ; Thou art an Enc- 
my (God, becauſe. thou: do'ſt not' endeavour: to put a 
Stop tothe Profanation of his holy Name. Thou art 


an Enemy to thine own Soul, by making thy ſelf guil-- 
.ty of the Swearers and Curſers Sin. Thou art an Ene-- 
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my t0 the Soul of the Storarer and Cutſer, for not at- 
tempting to Reform him; *Thou art' an ' Exermy both 
to the Church and State. wherein thow liveſt , by pro- 
voking 'God'Tb bring a Judgment upon them. - In ſhort, 
Thou art an Enemy to God, thy Neighbour , and Thy ſelf. 
And whoſe Friend can(t thou then be'? . ©" j2 


Did'ſt- thou: ever force/any Swearer and Curſer'to go 
before a Juſtice of Peare', and make him-pay his For- 
feit , and give it to the Poor, as the A of Parli- 
ament commandeth. thee to do? If thou did'ſt not : 


- Then. thou. haſt added this" Sin\to tall 'the Reſt." '\Thou 


haſt-been guilty- of: Sacre/edge.” For, rhouthaſt Robbed 
the: Poor, of; all that Money , which they ſhould haye 
by thy Information againſt Swearers and Curſers."' Aud 
thoſe Poor deſerve to be flarued, who will not Inform 
4 Faſtice 'of: Peace againſt Feearers und'Carſtys| when 
they' may have ſo much Money for their:ipains. © For, 
they love Swearing and Cutfing fo well," evenin other 
men; that shey-will ſooner: ſtarve themſetves \than Tn: 
form againſt-them. +4 AWW $3 0902? QF (4 8. 
2% 11904261: nnd oct mon Mans cv ivy 

Did{t'ſt thou. ever take. any Delight"im the Compa- 
ny .of Swearers .and Curſers ? » Did'Þthoa ever ſend: 
for ; and invite them» kindly: to 'come to thiyy- Houlſe', 
to cat and-drink , and be: Merry. with thee ?* f>-thou: 
didſt ,* Then, thonrart not. onely:w25iBud: a5 'they'arey 
but, thou art alſo;far. worſe 'than They:-ars; Far 76; 
take Phaſure in : any Sinners Company, 'ts far 'worſe 
than to be guilty of his. Sin -' Rom.. 1, $2." And-you, 
who. are Vertuons and Chaſft Women, ' ought+to have a' 
very great care of this. | For otherwiſe , / you will all bg« 
come guilty, of Swearing and 'Curſing;,' though you have. - 
never Sworn nor Curſed itt all your hife, becauſe. you 


. keep Company with, and take .Delightin , Swearersand 


Caurlſers. ' Or 
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'Or haſt thou -at this time any: Swearing 2nd. Curſin 
Servants in thy Family , Boat, owes, 0p,..0# Field 

' If thou haſt: Then, thou provokeſt God to bring a Curſe 
upon all the Money , that thou getteſt by their Labour, 
Thou Provokeſt God ta Conſume the Timber: and the 
Stones of all thy Houſes that are built by them. For, 
As God bleſſed the Egyptians houſe for Joſeph's fake , 
who was 2 good) a chaſt, and a holy-Servant ;. and the 
bleſſing of the Lord was upon all that he had'in the 
and in the Field ; Gen. 39. 5.' So God may juſtly curſe 
thy Houſe, and all that thou. haſt ,. for the" ſake. o + 
Swearing and Curſing Servants. And here, I piofeſs ſe» 
riouſly', that it is a great wonder to me, how thou da- 
reſt traſt! any ſuch -man-in' thy Family. ' For',\ do*ft '##ou 
think , that he, who breaks the Third Commandment, by 
Swearing and Curſing againſt God , though he has nei« 
* ther Profit nor Pleaſure by it ; will not much more break 
the Eighth Commundment , by. Stealing thy Goods : and 
will not much more break the! Seventh Commandment , by 
committing Adultery with thy Wife and. Daughter, 
when he may have both Pleaſure and Profit for-it 

\ 


Fourthly and laſtly, If the Land, the Earth, andthe 
Gronnd we tread upon , mourneth and languifheth, and 
fadeth away, becauſe of Swearing and Curſing : Then, 
how do's this Aggravate and Condemn the Swearing and 
Curfing of all men? For, phe Land hath neither Senſe 
nor Reaſon; and yet it monrneth for the Sins of Men. And 
Men who have both Senſe and Reaſon, do not ſo much 
as mourn for their own Sins, Their Senſe and Reaſon 
ſerve 'them to no other end, but onely to make them 
more Senſeleſs and-more Unreaſonable, than-the Beaſts 
that Periſh, yea , than the very Earth ir ſelf, which 
thoſe Beaſtstread upon, And therefore, inſtead of ſpeak- 
ing to you Mer , I will Now ſpeak to the more Obedient 

E Earth, 


eee 6 Gone, = 
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pony the Lord-God give:you 2ll a rightiv 
all things', for Chriſt his _ 7: Os, 


wal pull" theſe thin s, pn. 
ahowik your Knowle 

hich that it- may never; Ge, The Grate of on> Lord Feſas. 
Chriſt andthe Love of God., and the rKellowſbrp of rhe 
Hey Goof, be with us all evermore. Amen. 


